NEWSLETTER FOR THE BIRMINGHAM T1 USERS’ GROUPS

APRIL 1783

—BUG NEWS

EDITOR™" 8 CORNER

BUG NEWS is finally hare again!
Our thanks to all of you who have con-
tributed your articles to this issue,
kesp up the good work! We would also
like to welcome all of our new members,

The last two months have hesn very
active ones for the groups. The Cahaba
Heights group is now fully organized
and growing rapidly. The Irondale
TIBUG held its tutprial sessions apart
from our regular meetings Iln February.
Nine members attended the classes,

THE GEMINI

In the world of computers; where
‘sxpensive"” seems to be the rule, it is
refreshing to find a real bargain.

In reseaching computer printers in
this area I was shocked to find that
the lowest priced printer that [ could
purchase locally cost around $300 at a
local electronic chain store. This
printer produced a fairly poor quality
print.

With this is mind, I decided to put
off & printer purchase for an indefin-
ite period of tims.

It wasn®t until a fellow group mem-
ber, Barron Bartlett, showed me samples
from his new printer and my need for a
typawriter that I ssricusly “raconsid~
dered" my original decision on the
printer.

L

10 FRIMNTER

which ran for three nights. All agreed
that they learnad a lot about TI BASBIC.
The tutorials were held at the Crest-
wnad ZAYRE, and once again we thank
them for their help.

Recently, we held our first "Pizza
Byte Bash" at Big Daddy’s Pizza in Roe=-
buck. This meeting was strictly for
fun, food, and fellowship, and a good
tine was had by all. We will be having
more social mesetings and tutorials in
the future.

The samples ha showsd me ware almost
amazing. %, &, B.5, 10, 12, 17 char-
acters pwr inch modes wars available.
Lowsr case deacanders, Froportional
charactars, 7 X % matrix characters,
emphasize and double striks modes, and
dot addressable graphics wers again
standard. In fact the printer had more ’
features than many $800 machines. The
best thing about all this is that {t
could be purchased for under $3&0,

NOW THAT'S A BARBAIN!

Below are samples of the printe
THIS IS A TEST! This is a test!
THIE IS A TEST! This is a test! 123454

THIS IS A TEET! This is a test! 123436789
THIS IS A TEST!
THIS IS A TEST! This is a test!

THIS IS A TEST! This is a test/

In addition to the above modes and
features, the printer has a 4K buffer,
paraliel interface, friction or tractor
feed, and much, much more.

We purchased the printer mail order,
I suggest that you check with ROEBUCK
TYPEWRITER bafore you order your machins
Yecause they have an mxcellant price.

{THE BEMTN]1 WAS USED TO PRINT THIS
NEWSLETTER)
~by David Grissom




LIBRARY NEWS

As of this newsletter wa have a
total of 84 programs. The majority of
the programs are written in TI BASIC.
As some people have commented, all of
these programs(games} are not all that
exciting to play, but most people tend
to forget that a computer is to learn
and gain more knowlaedge, not just to
play games on. If only games ware
wanted, we would all have a homa video
gama system, not a home computer. So,
when "games" are checked-put, they
serve us best by trying to disect,
trace, and de-bug along with playing
the gamaes.

Some of these BASIC games are"San
Fracisco Tourist®, and "Hangman"
are familiar to most sveryone. "San
Fracisco Tourist" is a graphics game
whars the player must guide a spaeding
car down a narrow and winding street,
In "Minar", the player must go under-
ground, dig for gold and then deliver
the gold to the bank.

Some EXTENDED BASIC games include
*Interplanetary Rescue, "Battlestar",

ang "Battleship". All 3 of these games-

are of the ’shoot-em-up® theme, but all
are very well written,

Also, wa have programs written for
education, graphics, music, and home
use,

"Calculation of FI", "Typing",
*Chemistry", and "Morse Code" are
just a few of the educational programs.
The typing programs include "Typing for
Accuracy" in which and actual typing
course is taught and "Typing Symbols"
in which symbols and function keys are
tovered. "Morse Code” include charact-
er identification and practice segment
by trial and error.

Included in the graphics and music
selection, we have quite a few to
choosa from in both BASIC and EXTENDED
BASIC. “Pink Panther" and “War Eagle"
have both music and graphics. "Dixie",
*Amazing Grace", and "Besthoven’s 3th
and 9th Symphonies" are all well writ-
ten programs.

Programs written for the home saen
to be the most popular. These include
"Home Secretary", "Checkbook Balance”,
"Consumer Loan Analysis", and "Real Es-
tate Loan Analysis”,

"Home Secretary” allows storage of
data such as names, address, etc.

Alsp, this program has a phone direct-
ory that can dial numbers with a touch
tone phone.

The loan analysis programs snable
the user to figure interest rates, pay-
sent amounts, and length of payments.

I would like to take this time to
thank all of the people who have de-
signad and donated programs to our
user’s group. These programse are an
inspirations to us all to achieve
greater heights. A few of these pro-
grams are "Football®, "Blackjack",
"Leapfrog®, "Mugic Creator", and “Tri-
angle and Trigonometry".

In conclusion, & reminder about the
library policies. Palid membership sn-
titles the user to check-out tapes at
the meetings.

There is a 30 day time limit on
the cassettas, but please renmsnbar that
others are waiting. If there is a
problem in returning the cassettes, one
be mailed with a regular snvelope and
40 cents postage to ae.

Linda Biddinger

42 Sunscape Drive
Birmingham, AL 3352135
(20%5) 854-0801

USER"S OGROUFRP
DISCOUNTS

Computer Supplies, Inc. is offering
a 10% discount to card carrying members
on computer supplies (diskettes, print-
er paper, etc.)., They are located at:

4001 2nd Ave. South
Phane: 592-4230

Roebuck Typewriter is still offer-
ing club members special prices on
printers and monitors.

The Crestwond Zayre is nféering a
104 discount on Tl equipment and soft-
ware to all card-carrying members.

Additional Printing
and Circulation
Courtesy of

Zayre




Y2 HAVEN'T RECEIVED MY ADAPTER FROM TZ] *

TI INFORMATION

SAFETY ADAPTERS

Tl recently discovered a potantial
defect in some or the transformers sold
with the computer. "Even in the un-~
likely wvent of transformer failure,
contact with slectrical current is pos-
sible only whan touching an input port
on the console of the RF modulator con-
nected to your television. Thers is no
hazard when touching other parts cf the
computer." TI has quickly solved this
potential problam. For owners of the
somputer; you will receive an adapter
directly from Texas Instruments. If
you have changed your address since
purchaeing your computer or are not
positive that you filled out your yel-
low card, you should call TI at BOO-
927-3550 or 800-9%58~4%4%. All stores
in Alabama now are selling the "safety
checked" computers with adapters at-
tached. I+ you should see any computer
in any store Without & green safety la-
bel, plmase contact Jackie at 936-%5044,

8TORES BELLING TI

You can now buy T computsrs and
software at the following atorsa:
K Mart, Zayra, Golbro, Standard Dis-
tributors, Video Concepts, Fizitz, Ser-
vice Merchandise, Rich’s[Braskwood
onlyl, J.C. Panney, and soon at Bears.

FPRICE REDUCTION

I am sure you are all aware by now
of the price reduction on the TI.
Moat storss are aelling the computer
for $245~824%9 with the $100 rebate., If
you are & card-carrying member of TIBUG
you can purchass a "spare" coaputer
from Zayre at a 10% discount,
TI INFORMATION CONTRIBUTIONS--Jackie
Sanford

THE TI AND YOUR
FAMILY TREE

Do you love to read mystery and de-
tective stories? I+ so, you will love
doing gensalogical ressarch, which is
now the third largest hobby in the
United States. If you have been re-
searching your family tree, you have
found that you have collected reams of
notes and records, and that the problem
of retrieval of information has beacoma
4 chore. As an owner of a Texas In-
strumenta T 98/4A computer you have
the ideal tonl to aid you in your re-
search by keeping your records orderly,
and eliminating confusion.

Before you begin putting your re-
cords on your computer you will need to
decide how you want your records organ-
ized. Different systems offer advan-
tages and disadvantages. For example,
using word-processing allows you to
write your records in any fashion you
chooss, but you cannot compute with it.
That 1%, you cannot link ons person’s
éile with anothar paraon’s, whereas in
data-base management you can retrieve a
portion of & racord and print it, such
as place of birth, date of birth, ste.

8ince there iz & scarcity of gene-
alogical programs for the TI 99/4A
available, you may choose to write your
own program to suit your needs. You
may start by putting your records on
cassette tape, but eventually you will
need a disk system. If you ressarch-
your parents’ ancestors for ten gQen-
erations you will have 1022 names,
which does not include any brothers or
sistars. Since the number of parents
doubles with each generation you go
back, you can see how fast the volume
of records will multiply.

The Birmingham Public Library has
the largest source of gensalogical re-
cords in the Bouth, and there are
several historical and genealogical so-

ctietiems hera. The library now has
computers in each department which are

on an information network, and when the
new library is completed there will be
several computers in each department.

I¥ you are interested in a more de-
tailed explanation regarding using com-
puters for genealogical research,
copies of an article, "COMPUTING YOUR
FAMILY TREE", which appeared in the
January 1983 issue of PERSONAL
COMPUTING magazine will be availablie in
the TI BUG library. Happy hunting!

BY ALLAN COX



Y

THE SECRET OF
THE MUL.TI-COLOR MODE

Having heard about the MULTI-COLOR
node for & long time, it came as a very
pleasant surprise when I finally gained
access to this mode of operation for
the 99/4 computer, and just had to
share the sacret of accessing it with
others,  The MULTI-COLOR mode allows
user definition of any 64 column pos-
ition and 4B column position colors.
Any of the normal 16 colors is
available(numbered 0-F in hexadecimal
notation}.

With the MINIMEMORY in place, or
alternately with tha MEMORY EXPANSION
and EXTENDED BASIC, the MULTI-COLOR
sode can be called as sinmply as using
the program:

100 CALL CLEAR

110 CALL LDAD(=-31788,2%2)

120 CALL KEY(0,K,B)

130 IF 8=0 THEN 120

If you type in this program and run
you will be in the MULTI-COLOR mode,
howsver you will note that nothing hap-
pens until you praess any key, but when
you do some funny colors appear at the
bottom of the screen. At this point
i¥ you are working with MINIMEMORY you
aust either turn your computsr off or
type in{without looking at the monitor)
the command CALL LDAD(~X1788,224) then
hit snter and any kay to return to the
ngraal node.

Now we can begin to sxamine what is
going on and build on this knowladge.
The CALL LOAD command told the computer
to put the value 232 in the address
=31788 to ragister | in the computer.
Now let's add the routine to end and go
back to the nornal mode.

4620 CALL KEY{0,K,8)

630 IF B=0 THEN &20

640 IF K<>46 THEN 420

430 CALL LOAD(-31708,224)

Now if wae run the program we can
press the period key to exit the MULTI-
COLOR mode, First the colors can be
defined by using tha CALL CHAR com-
asnds. The 1& HEX codes that we norm-
ally use to define s graphic character
now define the 14 colors that are
available encept they run from O=F in-
staad of 3-i56. 14 you add tha fol-

1owi
e

the
norm
Ci0,
gin

placed,

the
foll

ng lines to your program you will
what I msan.

140 CALL CHAR(96, "0123454789ABCD
EF")

3I70 CALL VCHAR(Z,2,98,19)

Thase lines will place colors in
four small color blocks of the

al character blocks locatsd at Ri,
R2,C10,R3,C10,R4,C10 you should be~
to see whera the colors are being
Each CHAR definition defines
four small blocks within it in the
owing order: upper left, upper

right, lower left, lower right, Now

that

you have the concept, 1 laok

forward to seeing your programs in the
new mede.

REQU

IRES THE MINIMEMORY OR EXTENDED

BASIC AND 32K MEMORY EXFANSION,

LD
108
110
15RO
1 5¢
[ - Tal
1Mo
i
17O
180
18O
Terer
210
2RO
2O
DAQ
fra—1a g
2 dmy
270
280
20
FOO
EFN-
r2o
FMO
40
IO
Tl
b e
TEIO
IO
/OO
420
-
a.%0
o, A
4250
AdO
L
SEID
4P
BOO
Si0
BRO
et
BHO
s
BHO
7O
S0
WO
-0
- 1O
22O
[ 2ad
L g
TR0

CALL RLEAR

CALL ENET

CALL LLOAD(—-X1706, 2%52)

CALL HEY (O, v, B)

IF SimO THEN 1RO

Mot CrAF AL g A EmIENDFB TORNRLAINEE
CAaLL CHAR (ST, "OOLl 1"

CALL CHAK (T, "OO01L 11 ")

CALL CHAR (PP, “OORE1 1 ")

CALL CHARCCILOGO, "OOGBLIBL )

CALL CHARCLIOL, "O0MS111G1I&i@iaian
CALL CHAR(1OZ, "1&1 ')

CALLE CHMAR(LOX, "OO0O&1L L")

AL CHAR(1OS, "OORAI1L O )

AL CHAR (1O, "1Q1 4"

CAat- CHAR(1LOH, "R&10)Y

[l CrddA s ¢ 4 OTF 1O I S e e B i ot die e B sn i e 8 ¢ )
CALE- CHAR (1068, "EReaOORE&LGOORE&dE " )
CALL CHAR(1068, "EOGReRAOEREaKAE"" Y
CALL CHAR(L1O, "OEakeEAELRaRMAELSL")
CALL CHAR(LLL, "OOSOOOOLOOOOOREA™)
CALL CHAR(LLZ, "OROEELKOELELELD )
Gl EHAR (LIS, "ERE66800000006K KM " )
oLl CHARC(L11 48, "EEGEHOOOEELHEGELOY)
C11M™, "O@B1L1l)

11,

CAL.L. CHAR -
HMOEGHROEHEHESELAEHA6")

AL CHAR C
CALL HCHAR(L , 2,97, 2%9)
CALL VCHAR (2, XO,. 96, 192
Tl VEHARI(Z2, 2, 96, 19)
CALL VCHAR (S, =, 98, 4)
CALL VCHAR(S , &b, PP, 4)
CHL VYEHAR (S, P, 100, 4)
CALL VCHAR (TS, 7, 101, 4)
EEAL_L- VEEHERI XT3, B, WY, S
CALL HOHAR (D, 7, 12023
CALL. VOHAR (S, 122, 103, 4)
CALL VEHAR (T, 1%, 101, 4
CALL VEHAR S, 14, 104, 4
CALLL. HEHAR (D, 12, 1 155>
ChAlul. HOCHAR (D, 1%, 10%)
CALL. HOHAR (P, 14, 1046
CALL. VCHAR(LE, P9, 107, 4)
CALd VYOCHAR (LS, 1O, 106, 4
CALL. VCHAR (LS, 11, 109, 4)
PR L AICSAFI LT, 13, 3 A S, Y
CALL VCHARCLE, 14, 131, 4)
CALL VYOCHAR (LS, 193, 112, 4)
CALL VCHAR (LY, 17, L1i&, 42
CALk VEHAR (1S, 16, L1335, 4>
CALL VCHAR (LS, 1%, 114, 4
FOR Lmz T ¥O

CALL VYEHAR (20, 1,96, 4
NEXT I

CALL. KEY (<., 83)

IF B THEN 420

Y el Dlbds THEN LD

CALL LDAD (-1 7R, R4

by Barron Bartlett

WE WISH TO THANK RON COUNCIL, OF
ADVERTISING & ART COUNCIL FOR PRINTING

RUG NCWS,




IMPUT 7OUTPUT

. How can [ load a cassette program
produced by another company or in-
dividual on my recorder without
frustration?

A. Turn.the tone control to its high-
est setting. Volume should be mid-
range. Follow instryctions after
you type in OLD CB1., 1If you gqet

the message NO DATA FOUND, increase
the volume, If you get the message

ERROR IN DATA, decrease the vol-
ume. =From COMPUTE!, Jan. 1%283,p 184

0. Will the rebate and speech synthe-
sizer offers he extended past
April {Sth?

A« No, therwe are np currant plans to
extend the offers at this time.

@. Wherw can I find articies and pro-
grams for the TI-99/4R7

A, Of coursa the F9'ER HOME COMPUTER
MAGATIINE is your best source., Also

COMPUTE! magazine now offers month- .

ly articles and some programs for
our computer. The Irondale Public
lie Library subscribas to this ma=-
gazine. Issues, othar than the
currant one, may be checked out.

G. 1 own a Disk Manager I but would
1ike to swap it for the naw Disk
HManagar II. How do I go about
doing this?

A. Eand the serial numbar from your
disk controller card, along with
87,93 toi

F.0. Bou 52

Lubbock, Texss 79408

Texas Instruments

Attmi Accessories Department

TI DEMOS

The TI-99/4A was demonstrated to
thousands of Birmingham area folks at
the Modern Dffice and Computer Show at
the B~-J Civic Center held February 9-
10~11, The computer was demonstrated
by TI Computer Advantage Club paoplw,

-]
including Carolyn Henshaw-Lewis. The

show was attended by more than 30,000
people. TIBUG has gained several new
members as a result of the show: Area
stores reparted brisk sales during and
after the show. We would like to thank
Ron Council, of the Advertising and Art
Council for letting ue share their
display booth at the show, and for
helping to spread the TI gospel,

The TI was alsc demonstrated at the
Home and Garden Show at the Civic Cen-
twr March i11-14, in the Zayre booth.
Several PSR's participated in the dem-
onstrations, tp a crowd almost as large
as the one drawn by the computer show.

FPERSONAL COL UMM

For salm: TI phone modem, for $100.
Call Dr. Wilson, 1-5Bé6-4171 days, or
write to him at 937 North Main Bt.,
Arab, AL I5014,

For Sale: A Honda mini bike, in good
condition, for %17%. Call Chuck Bid-
dinger at B34-8474, or 854~0801.
{Editor’s note: We don't usually asccept
items not ralated to computers, but
Chuck said he needs tha money to buy
his Peripheral Expansion System!)

For Salea: One Tombstone City cartridge
for $15. David Grissom, 481-34630.

Printer Listings: I will make & hard
copy of your program, starting at #$1.50
a copy, depending on program length. D
David Grisesom, &£81-%430,

Custom written software~ inventory,ete.
DATA SDUTH, phona B70-0641.

Lost: I am trying to locate my TEACH
YOURSELF BASIC tapes, and don’t know
who 1 last loaned them to. If you know
about these tapes, please call Jackie
Sanford at ?56-35044,



cAHABRA HEIGHTS
USERS" OGROUWP

The Cahaba Heights group recently
sccopted as its official name TIBUG~
SOUTH. We meet on the 2nd and 4th
Mondays of each month at 7:00 at the
Cahaba Heights Elementary School 1lib-
rary. We now have about 2% membars,
and our duss are the same as the Iron-
dale group. President oé TIBUG~BOUTH
is Jom Patrick, who can be reached for
nore information at 947-303%, or 2%50-
6443, Vick McGraw is vice-president,
and hi®s phone number is 823-4547

GROUVUP CONTACTS

A% a result of our users’ group'e
name and acdress appearing in the TEXAS
INSTRUMENTS HOME COMPUTER NEWSLETTER
{aven though it was spelled TIBOG ra-
thar than TIBUG), we have received COr-
respondence from other users’ groups
and also from individual companias.

The following is an update on informa-
tion from these sourcess

THE DAYTONA 99'ERE COMPUTER GROUP
Presidents Ralph Fowler,IIl. This
group has about 140 members and a 200
salsction program library., Thay mest
monthly at Daytona Beach Community Col-
lege whore they have access to » 12125
foot projecting video monitor. This
group has membership dues of #12,00
annualy and charges $1.50 for tapes
from its library, or $3.00 to non-mam-
bars. They also charge $2.00 per copy
a¢ their monthly newsletter to non=-mamn-
bars. This group announced in their
lant nawsletter that thay will sonduat
a workshop/gab session for about 3
hours. This may svolve into a monthly
affalir, and is fres to members, with a
#5.00 charge to non-members. TIBUG has
responded to this users’ group by send-
ing our last BUG NEWE issum. We hopa
to continue a newslstter sxchanQe.

JBC UBERS' GROUP (JUG)

Presidents Greg Bucy (Houston, Texam).
Megmbership in this group is about 110,
They have planned scme very exciting
meetings., They will see » demonstra-
tion of "Fagasus”, TI's new bhusiness

computer, by Tom Dassnbrock, a member of
the dasign team that workad on the de-
velopment of the “Pegasus” He {8 also
s Member of the Houston Users' Group.

In April, Charles Enninger of FUTURA
S0FTWARE will demonstrate some hardware
that he will be marketing for 99/4 A 1
4190 & fuw scétvars programs. TIBUG
has axchanged newsletters with this
grous alse.

COLDRADD 99/4A USERE’ GROUP

Fresident: Peta Crowsll. This qroup’s
newslatter, TIC TALK, contains several
infornative articles. Our group has
pernission to raprint any of the infor-
mation contained within the neuslatter.
Onae interesting article is DIBPLAY FOR-
MATTING AID. The instructions can also
be adapted to printer output. Another
article reviews the command cartridgs,
Parsonal Record Keeping (#PHMI0O1I3).
This nawsletter (and all others re-
ceived) will be placed in TIBUG'S 1i=
brary for your use,

CENTRAL ALA. TI 99/4 COMPUTER UBERS’
BGROUP

Presidenty Tommy Grififin. Thiz group
seets monthly in Montgomary (d4th Thurs-
day at 7100-9100 p.m.}). This group has
a library of over 200 programs which
may ba obtained by a trade of two for
one, or by paying #1.50 each for dupli-
cating plus #1,00 for the cassette,
This group does not publish monthly
aswslatter, but more information can

be obtained by writing T. Briffin, 331
Larkwood Dr., Montgomery, AL 36109

All af the above groups have suggested
library exchanges.

SOMETHING NMNEW!

Recently the Irandale group made some
important additions to the software
library. We purchased software from
savaral softwars houses.

T! ASTEROID, SHUTTLE COMMAND, RING
DESTROYER, and INVENTORY are just a few
of the purchases that we hava mada.
Thess items allow our membership to
svaluate "outside" software for later
persanal purchase. (NOTE: This
software must not be duplicated as it
is copyrighted material--User’'s Group
Officers)

We hope the membership enjoys the ad~
dition of these new programs.



TI LITERATURE

There has finally bean a book of The price is $314,95+81,00 shipping.
programs published just for the 79/4A, Bookstores may order the book., The
This book is FROGRAMS FOR THE TI MOME IBBN number is 0=-9131061=-00=2. Thome of
COMNPUTER by Steve Davis. It contains us who have alrsady purchased the book
80 programs in TI Basic and TI Extmnded have found it to be worth svery penny
Basic, The programs include gamss, it cost. The programs we have entered
programeing aids, educational programs so far have been sxcellent, and the va-
and mare. Copies may be ordered from risty is walcomme,.

Eteve Davis Publishing
P.0. Box 190831
Dallas, Texas 73219

Please complete the information below, and return with your check toi

Jackie Banford, TIBUG
70% Nytol Circle
B’ham Al 35210

To join TIBUG~S8OUTH, the Cahaba Heignhts group, make your check payable to

Steve Fahy, and send with your application tos

Joe Patrick
I%05 Far Hill Rd.
B ham, Al IB243

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIPFP

Elves, 1 would like to be a regular member of TIBUG, ang have anclosed my

check for tha annual fee of $15.00 for a single membership, or %20.00 for &

family.
NAME - -
ADDREES__ - -
3 O & S . -
113 o Y 2 i~ |/ —
HOME PHONE BUSINEBS PHONE (OPTIONAL)

- v v - —— - -

OFFICIAL UWUSE ONLY:®

- - - -—- i o - --— -




